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grants heavenly enjoyments and salvation unto men wha
read or hear it (9—10). And accosted by sages [1 wm
describe! Vishnu, in the form of the fire of dissolution, the
Brahma of light, the greatest of the great adored through
Jn&na (knowledge) and Karma (religious rites) (11).
vaskistha said:—Dothou communicate unto me Brahma,
Iswara, ihe boat for crossing the ocean of the world—the
cream of sciences, by learning which a man becomes
omniscient (12).
AGNI said :—Vishnu is the fire of universal dissolution
and I am Rudra. I will communicate unto thee the essence of
learnings, .the Purana, that is the cream of all sciences and
the cause of all; (13) [Containing an account of] creation
and dissolution, of various families, periods of Mann and
genealogies. The Lord Vishnu assumes the forms of fi-b,
tortoise &. There are two sciences, superior and inferior.
0 twice-born one, the Vedas, Rik, Yayush, Saman and
Atharvan, the six auxiliaries of the Vedas, namely (Siksha),
the science of proper articulation and pronounciation,
(Kalpa) ritual or ceremonial, (Vyakarana) grammar,
(Nirukta) etymological explanation of difficult Vedic word^,
(Jyotish) astronomy, (Chhandas) science of prosody,
(Abhidlnna) lexicon, Mimansa,* Dharma Sastras,f Pura-
* One of the six, Darshanas or systems, of Indian philosophy. Ic
was originally divided into two systems. Purvk-Mimansa or Karma
Mimansa founded by Jaimini and Uttara Mimansa or Brahma
Mimansa founded by Badrayana; but the two systems have very little
in common with them, the first concerning itself chiefly with the secret
interpretation of the ritdal of the Veda and the settlement of the dubious
points in regard to'Vedic texts ; and the latter dealing with the nature
of Brahman or the Supreme Spirit. The first part is popularly known*
as Mimansa and the latter as Vedanta.
f The General body of law comprehending achara (ritual) Vyavahara
(civil acts and rules) and Prayaschitta (expiation) is denominated the
Dharma Sastra^
The Dharma Shastra is to be sought primarily in the Sanhxtas
(collections or institutes) of the holy sages, whose number 'according to'

